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: D the authoriie of Cs 
88 it may bee faid, Caput inter 
| KETXS nubila condit ; fo the autho- 
ritte was grounded upon the antient 
Lawes and. Cuſtomes of this King: 
domep2actiſed long before the Conqueſt, 
and intended. and-inſtituted for the con- 
ſervation of the peace, and repreſsing of 
all manner of diſturbance, and hurt of 
the people,and rhat as well by way of pre- 
vention, as puniſhment, bur yet ſo as they 
had no judiciall power toheare and derer- 
mine any canſe ; but onely a Miniſterial 
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| power, as 1in the an[idcr to the leventy * 
Article moe at largeis ſet downe, | 
As fo: the Office of the high Conſtable, 
the o21ginall of that is yet moze obſcure; © 
| foz though the High Conſtables authozitie 
| and juriſdiction hath the moze am- | 
ple circuit ; hee becing over the hurdzed, !' 
and the peitie Conſtable over the Uull, yer | 
I doe not find the pertie Coriſtable 1s ſub- | 
ordinate to the high Conſtable to bee or- { 
dered or commanded by him : and there= ' 
fore I doubr the high Conitable was nor - ! 
ab 0rigine, but that when the bulineſſe of ' 
tbe countrie increaſed ; the authozitie of | 
thc Juſtices of peace was inlarged by di: *' 
vers Dtatutes:thenfo2 conveniences ſake 
the Office of the high Conffable giew in 
ule, fo the receiving of the commands 
and p2ecepts from the Juſtices of Peace, 
and the diſtributtng of thim to the pettie 
Coiſtables, and intoken of this, the ele- | 
[tion of the high Conſtables in moſt parts ? | 
of the Kingvome 1s by the appoyntment 
of ti;ze Jullices of Peace , whereas the 
election 
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election of the pettie Confiable is by the 
people, But there are tyvo things un- 
to which the office of Conſtables hath 
ſpeciall reference , andwhich of neceſſi- 
tie, o2 atleaſt akind of congruitie muſt 
p2ecede the juriſdiction of that office :J 
meane either the things themlelves , oz 
ſomewhat that hath ſimilitude , oz ana- 
logy towards them, _ 

x, (The one1s the divilion of the ter- 
ritozie o2 groſſe of the (hires untoHun- 
d2eds, Uills , and Townes , foz the 
high Conſtable is Officerover the Hun- 
d2ed, and the pettie Conttable over the 
Towneoz Uill, | 

2, (The other is the Court-Leet , un- 
to which the Conſtable is a p2oper atten- 
dant and miniſter ; foz there the Conſt a- 
bles are choſen by the jurie , there they 
areſworne, and ther? that part of ther 
office which concerneth infozmation, 
is ptincipally tobee perfozmed ; fo2 the 
Jurte is to p2eſent offences, and the 
offenders are chiefly to take light fron 
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(4) 
th: Conſtables of matters of diſtur- 
bance, and nizance of the peace, which 
thev un reſpect of that office are pzeſu- 


med toh1ve beſt, and moſt particular 
knowledge of. 


Now the inſtitution of the Leeri s 
to three ends. 


1, (Thefirft, to take theancient oath 
of allegeance , of all males above the 
ace of twelve yeares, 

2, (Theſecond, to enquire of all of- 
fences againſt the Crowne and peace, 
both to inquire of onely, and certt- 
fie to the Juſtices of Gaole-deliverte, 
but thoſe that are againſt the peace ſim- 
ply, thep aretoenquire and puniſh, = 

3, (The th'rd, 1s toenquire of, puniſh, 
and remove all p:ibltke nipances, con- 
cerning infection of aire , corruption of 
victualls, eaſe of chaffer, and contrace 
of all other things that may hurt oz 
grieve the people in, generall in their 

health, 
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(5) 
health , quiet, and welfare, 

And to theſe th:ce ends as matters of 
policie ſubo2dinate, the Court Leet 
hath power to call upon the pledges 
that are to bee taken of the good beha- 
viour of the Reſiants that are not Te- 
nants, and to inquire of all defaults of 
Dfficers , as Conſtables, Ale-taſters, 
and the like : and likewiſe fo the choſe 
of Conſtables, as was ſaid. 


7. (The juriſdiction of thoſe Leets 
is either remaining in the King, andin 
that caſe excerciſe by the Sherife 
inhis Tourne, whichis the grand Leet 
grantedover to ſubjects, but yetis (hill 
the Kings Court, | 

2, (To the ſecond, the election as 
was ſaid of the pettie Conſtable is at 
the Court Leet by th? Jnqueſts that 
makes the pzeſentments : The eiection 
of the head Conſtables iz 4» the Tnſtis 
ces of peace at their Quartc: Delſions. 

3, To the third, the office of the 

Conſtable 
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(s ) 
Conſtable is annuall,except they bee re- 
moved. 

4: Tothefonrth, they be men ( as 
its now uſed ) of inferiour, yea of baſe 
condition, which is a meere abuſe, or 
degenerating from the firſt inſtitution : 
For the pertie Conſtables in Townes 
ought tobe of the better ſort of Refi- 
ants in the ſaid Towne, ſave that they 
ought nor to bee aged or ficklie mens 
bur men of able bodies in reſpect of the 
keeping Watch, and toyle of their 
places, CE ts | 

Neither ought they to bee.in any 
mans Liverie. Alad the Digh Con- 
ſtable ought to be of the ableſt of Free- 
holders, and of the moſt- ſubſtantiall 
lot of Peoman, next to the degree 
of Gentlemen : but they ought to be 
Cuch as are not incumbzed with anp 0- 
ther, as Major of the Towne , under 
Sheriike, Bailiffe,xc. 

5. Torhefifr, they have noallow- 


ance, but are bound by dutie co per- 
forme 


gs /10 /// \| \\ 


(7) 


forme their Office gratis, which may 
the ratherbe endured , becauſe it is bur 
annuall , and hkewiſe becanſe they are 
nor tyed to keep or maintaine any ſer- 
uants, or under-miniſters 5 for that 
eveji- oneof the Kings people within 
their L imits are bound co afsiſt them. 

6, To the {ixt, upon comphains 
made «© 4s refuſall to any one Juſtice 
of Peace, the ſaid Juſtice may binde 
hin over to rhe Selſions, Where (if 
he cannot excuſe himſeKe by ſome alle- 
gation that 1s juſt) heemap be finedand 
irp2iſonedfo2 his contempt, 
of the Conſtables as it is ſubllantive, 
and of it ſelfe , and aſtricted to the 
Warrants and Commands of the Ju: 
ſtices of Peace : 90 againe, it is ori- 
ginall or additionall , for cither it was 
given them by the Common Lawes, 
or elſe annexed by divers Statutes : And 
as for ſubordinate power , whereinthe 
Conſtable is onely to execute the com- 
mand 
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(8) 
mandement of the Iuſtices of Peace, 
and likewiſe the additionall power, 
which is given by divers ſtacutes, it is 
hard ro comprehend them in any brevi- 

| tie, for thar they doe correſpond to 
L | . thecfhceand authoritie of the Iuſtices 

| of peace, which is very large and are 

| created by the branches of ſeverall ſta- 

tures, which are things of divers and 

| diſperſed Natures. But fo2 the O21- 

Wn: ginail and ſubſtantive power of a con: 
k ſtable may be reduced tothe heads, 


] 1, For matter of peace onely. 
2. For matter of peaceand Crowne, 
3+. Formatter of nuzance and difor- 


der, although they bee nor accom- 
panied with violence, or- breach of 


\ ii Peace. | 
For pacifying of quarrells begun, 
| 


— 


the Conſtables may, upon hot words 
given , or likelyhood of breach of 


peace toenſue, command them in the | 
; Kings | 


Kings Name to keep the peace, and to 
depart and forbeare, and ſo hee may 
where an affray is made, part the ſame 
and keepe the parties aſuncer, and ar- 
reſtaad commit the breakers cf peace, 
if they willnot obey and call power to 
aſſiſthim for the ſame puipoſe. 


For puniſhment of breach of peace 
paſt the Law, 1s verie ſparing in giving 
any power or Anthoritie to Con- 
ſtables, becauſe he hath no power ju- 
diciall : and the uſeof his Office is ra- 
ther fo2 p2eventing , o2 ſtaying mit: 
chicfe , than fozpuniſhing of offences ; 
fo2, in thar parthe is rather ro execute 
the Warrants of the Inſtices, 02 Wien 
ſuddaine matter artiſeth upon his 
view, 02 notorious circumſtances, to 
appzehend the offenners., and carrie 
them beio2e the Jullices of Peace, 
and generally to impriſon in like caſes 
of receſsitie, where the caſe will nor 
endure the preſent carryingof the partie 
before 
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(10) 
before the Tnſtices. And 
fo2 matter of the peace, 0 ey 


For matters of the Crowne, 
the Office of the Con- 
ſtable confiſteth 


chiefely of foure 


parts, VIZ. 


1. Arreſt, 

2. A Search: 

3. Hne andCrie, . 
4+. A Seizure of goods. 


' All which, the Conſtable may per- 
forme of hisowne authoritie, without 
+4 warrant of the Iuſtices of peace : 
'S 
I. Firſt, if any man will-lay murther 
or felonie to anothers charge, or doe 
ſuſpe& him of Murrher or Felome, 


hee maydedclareir to the Conſtable, _ 
n 


(11) 
the Conſtable ought upon ſuch declara- 
tion or complaint, tocarrie him before 
the Iuſtice, andif by common voyce or 
fame any man bee ſuſpeted , the Con- 
ftable of dutie ought ro arreſt him, and 
bring him before a Juſtice, rhongh there 
bee no other Accuſation, or Declara- 
tion. 


2, Secondly, If any houſe bee ſa- 
ſpeed , for the receiving or harbou- 
ring of any Felon , the Conſtable up- 
on complaint or common Fame may 
ſearch, 


3- Thirdly, if any flie upon the Fe- 
lonie, the Conſtable ought ro raiſe 
Hueand Crie. 


4+. Fourthly, the Conſtable ought ro 
ſeize his goods, and keepe them ſafe 
without impairing , and Inventorie 
_ in the preſence of honeſt neigh» 
urs, 
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Foz matter of common Nuzance of 
corrupting aire, water, o2 victuall , oz 
ſtopping, oz ſiraightning, oz endan- 
gerimg any paſſage, o2 generall de- 
ceits un weights, meaſures , (es, o2 
counterfeiting of Wares and things 
vendible : The Office of the Conſtable 
is togtve (as much as 1in him is) tn- 

2maiton of them, and of the offen- 
ders in Leets, that they may bee p2e- 
ſented, 


But becauleLeets arekept but twice 
in the peare, and many of thoſe things 
require a ſpeedy o2 p2eſentrem:dy, che 
Conſtable in things notorions , and of 
vulgar nature, onght ro forbid, and 
repreſſe them in the meane time. 


8, (To the eighth, they are foz their 
contempt to bee fined , and tmpziſon- 
ed, o2 both, by the Juſtices in their 
Seſſions. 


9, (To 


41 /& // \ M1 "Wh 


(13) 
The Oath cf Conſtables. 


...9, To the niath , the oath they 
| take is in this manner, you ſhall 

ſweare, that you (hall well and 
truely ſerve the King, and the Lozd 
| of this Law-day : and you thall 
| cauſe that the peace of our Dove- 


| raigne;Lozwdthe King all bee well 


| andduely kept to your power, .., 
And you ſhall arreſt all thoſe that 

| rFou lee committing Riots, Dez 

| bates , and aſffrayes in bzeach cf 


| And you ſhall well and duelp eu- 
' deavouryour ſelfe to your beſt knows 
| ledge, thatthe Sratutes of Win- 
' cheſter, Foz Watch , Yue, and 
Crie, andthe Dtatutemady toz pu: 
{| niſhment of ſturdy Beggecs, Ua- 
 gabonds, Rogues, and other idle 
perſons, —_—_ within your Of 
LL, c>, 
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(14) 
fice, that the Offenders bee pu 
niſhed, | | 

Indyou ſhall endeavour upon- 
coinplaintumade, to appzehendBar 
reto2sand Riotous perſons making 
Aﬀcaics, and likewiſe to appzchend 
Feſons : and if any of them make re- 
{ſtance with fozce and multitude of 
milToers , you ſhall make out-crie, 
and purſue them till they be taken, 

Ink you ſhalllook unto ſuch per- 
ſons as uſeunlawfrll games, 

Ind youſhall haveregary unto 
themaintenance of Artillerie, 

Indyou ſhall well and duely ere- 
cite all Proceſſe and P2ecepts.ſent 
tmto pou from the Juſtices of Peace 
of rh? Countie, 

Ind you ſhall make good and 
fayhfull peſentments of all Bloud- 
ſheds, Out-cries, Affraies,andReſ- | 
cues made with nyour Office, | 

-_ Ind you Cyall well and vuelp, | 
afcording to your power and =— 

| dge, 
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_ (15) 
ledge, Doe that which belongeth to | 
[ror Dfficeof a Conſtable to doe fo \ 
; this yeare to come, \ 
So helpe you God. 


ro, (To the tenth, their authozi- 
| tie is the -—& in ſubſtance, = 
| onely in the extent : 

| Cs ſerving oti?ly —_ _ 
| 


_— Pariſh, 02 Burrough; 
head Conſtable ſerving foz a 
whole hundzed : Neither is the 


pertie Conſtable ſubordinate ro the 
Head Conſtable for any Comman- 
+ | dementrhat proceeds from his owne 
» | Aurhoritie. But it is uſed that the 
Precepts of the Juſtices bee delive: 
) redunto the high Conſtables, who 
- | being few in number, may better 
. | Attend the Juſtices : and fhen the 
head-Conſtable by Vertue thereof 
makes his P2ecepts over to the 

| pettie Conſſables, 
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IT, To the eleventh, the Con- 
ſtable in caſe of neceſsirie may ap- 
poynt a Deputie, or in defaule thert- 
of, the Dteward of the Leet map : 
which Deputie ought to bee (wozne 
before the ſaid Newary, 


The Office of Conſtables cop- 
ſiſteth wholly in theſe 
three things, viz. 


1, Their Office concerning the 
conſervation of the peace, 
-2, (The ſerving of the Pzecepts 
and Warrants of the Juſhces, 
2, (Their actendanee fox the exe- 
cution of the Dtatutes, 


The Officeof a Conftable-is of 
great Pow:r and'Authoutri?, elpe- 
tially by night, at which 'time they 
have the who!e rule aid government, 
and ought to bee obeyed, as well 
_— 3 without 
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(17) 
without their-ſtaffe:of Office 2 Ju- 
thozitte as with it, p2ovided they 
derlareand make thanſelves knewn 
by that ritle, and tn the Kings, Ma- 
jelties Name : fo2 it ts not the ſtale, 
which makes the Conftadle, but the 
Office unto whichbee is (wozne un- 
to: and therefoze. may command in 
his Majeſſties Name any perſon o2 
perſons to goealong, ayd, and aſ- 
(iſt him ©-and upon all occaſions: 
fo2 while his Maſcſtic and bis Pi- 
niſters of qualitie take their reſt 
inthe nigh: , the Conſtables Office 
is to bee intruſted with that part of 
the Citieo2 Precinet unto which hee 
1s called, fo2 feare of uproares and 
robberies, andſuch like outxages : 
and foz tha: reaſon Conſtables ought 
to bee cheriſhed, and reſpeced, if 
they faithfullp diſcharge that truſt 
committed unto them { andlet them 
thatare choſen into this Office bes 
both faithfulland truſty to diſcharge 


that 


(18) 
that trult which 'is committed unto 
EEE 
make deafe their mw ___ 


Felix quem ſacinnt aliens pericula 
Cantum. fg! 
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